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dr a.K. adhikari, Principal Investigator

dr p.K. Baruwa, Principal Investigator (up to 31.1.2012)

dr M.s. ali, Officer-in-Charge (Contractual basis)

Hospital Based Cancer Registry based at Assam Medical College & Hospital (AMCH), Dibrugarh 

which had commenced in January, 1982 as per recommendation of the NCRP Task Force of the ICMR 

has completed its 30 years of operation on 31
st
 December, 2012.

A systematic method for case finding, abstracting and processing are key to a successful registry 

programme. These can be achieved without much effort in a cancer hospital, but in a general hospital 

set-up where there is no provision for oncology OPD achieving these objectives is a difficult task. 

During the 5-year period 2007-2011 the number of new cancer patients recorded at AMCH, 

Dibrugarh were 5171 (2895 males, 2276 females), compared to only 4536 (2858 males, 1678 females) 

cases registered during 2002-2006. While the number of male patients remained almost similar there has 

been 36% increase in female cancer patients with overall increase of 14%. Many affordable male cancer 

patients might have sought treatment in advanced cancer centres elsewhere. The available data may be 

of the socio-economically disadvantaged group of patients.

The base institution being only a tertiary general hospital lacking the required infrastructure of a 

comprehensive cancer centre the number of cancer patients attending the hospital is very low compared 

to registries based at cancer centres. Qualitatively also the information on method of diagnosis, extent of 

disease and treatment modalities may not conform to the state-of-the-art facilities followed in a RCC or a 

specialized cancer hospital. Because of the inadequacies it has not been possible to undertake scientific 

studies on some of the important objectives of HBCR.

However, the registry database has been widely used for a variety of analysis resulting in several 

scientific publications both by the PG students and clinicians of the institute. Moreover, the registry has 

been extending expertise and guidance to a large number of PG students in the matters of planning, 

designing and analysis.
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